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amazing story of one

pages “fan boy” to executive
producer of the Batman films.

man’s journey from funny

The message in Michasl LEan's boos The Boy Who Lowss Batman 4
Memairis: “H you bum with a passion and follow your dreams, they will
indesd come tree." &s a young boy in Mew Jersey, Uslan loved comic books,
amaszing a calleclian exceeding 53,000 One superham hedd his atiznbion
aver all otherz: Batman

Then came that fatedul night in 1566 After watching the premiers of the
campy Batman TV show, Llan vowed fo one day bring the frue Capsd
Crusadear o life an the big screen. He worked his way up the ranks at 0OC
Camics and |ater at United Artists, where the die-hard Batman izn learnad
the ns and outs of the movie business, Ustan evantuslly obizinad the film
rights to the comic baak icon, and hi= intenpretation of Batman far-
ever changed the wisy we view supamern flicks. Coinciding with
the summer 2012 ralease of Tha Oank fnight Alses, we sa&t
dawn with L=lan for this exchusive interdew

HUSTLER: What was the wary first comic book you
ever bought?

MICHAEL LIELAM: Growing up in the 'S0s or "60=, most
kids wers first expceed 1o comic books in the barbershop:
Caaper, Richia Rich, Litle Dof and Baby Huey The frst
ones | bought were Sugar & Spike 82 which wee lika
Lo Whio's Takdng wears belore the fim wias mads, and
Strange fdvenhres, which 2cared the bajeshees out of

miz. | gradusted to &rchie, which fomed every nation |
eyer had about high schoal and dating, From thers d
was Superman Then | graduated to Balmean,

What drew you to Batman?

He was the first supschern | ever read shou
whio was human. He had no supemowers. Ha
greahest superpower wee his humanity, | believed
P i [warked out and studied hard end # my dad
g baught me & cool car, | could be this ouy. Plus his
anigin shory was =0 primal and emotional. &t sight or
fen years old, | wes raading this story sbout a kid my age

==eing hiz parents murdersd in frort of his eyes. That had an
riredible imoact on me an every level If you wented o find
cud which comic book heraes are the most popular and hes
the most lonosity, vou have to koak &t the supenllains, They
uitimately define the supsrhero And Babman unarguably has the
biest supenvillains ever created. And certainly the best of al ime
The Joker
ol Did your parents actively support your collecting habit even
'\ at o time when there was 2 movement to han comic boaks?

They did, which was incredible. When | stefed collecting, thers
was the “Saduction of the Innocent™ movement led by peychiztnist
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Fredo: Werlham, He staned a cdnig in Brookhn
There e imterdevwed a hondred juvenie debin-
aquents, They all Said al one time oF analliér they
Fad read & cormic Bodk. Thershore, O Wertham
concluded thal comic Books caussed junenike
deinguency. He wend on B explan fal they
%0 caused homossuality, ksbianism and,
worst of all, esthma That's because children
were Sl indoors bo read Them inglead of
pking in T Fesh i,

Dr: Werthearn bik T biacure Gircui, Speasing
al garden dube, PTAS and chirches. His book
caakhl on A i resull, moced of g iends weie
mol alloweed to birg comics mile fe house and
were forbidden 1o read Bem—although they
Al Gd. Bobly’s dad bumed his osledlion i
ot ol us-—showeded Them o the freplace:
Spider-Man 81, Fantaestic Four #1, Avengens 81,
XM £1. Bobby and | sl dovwn aid Ined o
rnenbally ekl g e ek of whal wias lost |
wiaes oyver a million dollars’ worth,

Tell ies yaur Bealingjs abaid the Batman TV
show,

Before fal show carme an, | couldn'twai. |
wae dmullanesusty thidled and  homified by
wial | Sane. Thiilksd because it weas in ook, and
fhe sels were Gesrly axperse, The car was
col. The apening animetion looked like Bog
Eane's ot from The old oomics. Bub wien | real-
ized e whole waorld wiss laugiing at Badmen
s e wases dancing the Badoose and sprasing
gent shiaks wilh Bal Shark Hepdlanl, 1 was
bmitied, b just Rilled me thal evenyone wiag
lughing al iy Fnorite supereo, | made my
e Bruce Winme vow on al cold wirder night
i 19865, | swone then thal somehow, somedsry,
ot ey | veculd Tind o iy 1o S e workl
whial the dark and s&rious Balman was lke—
fhe oely rue Babman | Knsw,

ks it true that you taught the first colle-
fliatle course on comic books?

| e o Junic in colege ab e Hrme, 1L s
e eorly 19705 ol Indana Universty in
Bloomirgion, Indiarsy, whens they had an exper-
imenta curmculum departrment I you had an
ichisy Tor & course thal had el béen faught
and fad e Backing of a depariment of cam.
pus, you could appear before a panel of deans
andl prodessons o pich L | desigred a course
o i ks Ml corveyed e 2 a et
imale Amencan arl 1o e indigenols in this
counlry a5 ez, SociEagcally, 1% & mim o
OursEles: comic books as oontemporany
American foldore, s our modem-day myvihol-
oty | clairmedd tad the srscent gods of Greeose,
Farne and Byl SH el bud lodsy Hey ane
spandex and capes.

Did tesaching aboul comic baoks gal you
a jaty at DC Comics?

The dand | ot e courss appraved, | i on
cloud rire wsalking beck o my apaiment. |
couldn believe Id pulled s ofl. Then my
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Pl wolos popped wio rm hed: "Micha,
e caa e e grealest creative ks in the
wirkl, But il you don't manket voursel, no o
will &er know aboul tem”

| gl back 1o my apariment, pcked up a
pione and caled United Press Inermationel
bl i e T et i Big & newes Sdcale
i AP esociabed Pregs] is hoday | oskarted
scrmﬂing At s reporter, “Howe oould this be
Fegppiening, and wou'né ol dang amdhing aboul
it7 There is 2 course on comic books being
Fewight al rediaren Universaty! Are wou Teling me
il a5 & Raopsyier, TieyTe s my money o
Bisachh our children Gormic BoaRs™ This hees gol
b b & Comenunis! piof 1o sgneer! the youth of
rmeric!” Then | "amimed down e plions

Three days laber, thal reporter racked me
it | did & leriew That s packed up by
sty every nevespaper i Moh Amenica and
Europe. My phone never skapped fingrg. st
ad doing radio and TV 1ak shiws, | never once
Fauighl @ cliss whiere thire weden'l TV cameras
ard reporlers. Two wieeks laber, Slan Lee caled
He said, “I've been hearing you on e radoand
SERE You on TN Wharl vou're doing B greal K
fee Goani; bock industng. Mo can | help?

T b kb, the presdent of OC Comics
Ctlbesel e e, VWA aou bl Fie e B i i e
Fork Do disoa s Wy we Can wiork walh an inno-
stliegs young man BRe o oot & job there. kel
ooy B Ui o, but they put mes on relaner
wtier | wenl back 1o Goliegs

Why were  you dubbed “Junior
Woadchuck™ atl DC Camics?

The e came fnom the ofganizaban thal
Domald Duck's mephews belonged %o, They
didin 1 Enow sl o call s al OC Gormics. Thens
weie noindemes o infkemships then. Wa wene
fie first generation of “lan boys” broughd in Lo
laaim ey aspect of the business. | became e
assslant 10 5ol Hameon, e production man-
dger viho Bxer bécame président of DG Comics

You akso gol 1o clean oult the anchival
clasal. Whal treasures did yau Tind?

I s like e lasl scene in Raiders of the
Lost Ark, This chaset ab OC had ol been
fouched snce the [abe '60s | fourd the orig-
il corporate documents in which Ehey
sefzed contral ol the company From Magor
Malcalm Wheeler-Michoizon, who slated
DG Al the sales figures for fhe original
cormic: boaks, incduding e firg] 20 issues ol
acton Comics. | keamed al Superman £1
beud B0 prirdings and That Superman $2 was
the firsd comic bo el a milkon copies, | ound
“ash cang,” which were dumemy copies ol
cormic: Dooks used b gel the comics’ Gopy-
fights - nalbed dowin, Gedrge Hesves's
Superman ooshume, Adam Wesl's costume
It wizs agold mine

Haw did you end up writing comics
for DG?
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MICHAEL UELAH

e 0 el T
By I.'I'I:l'l'ill'lg gt DT in the summer, | was al
the right place &1 the rnight time when the =di-
tar dezpersiely needed & seript far The
Shadow. | jumpad in and 2aid, °| have &n ides
for 5 Shadow stond” | didm't, | wend in his
office, and the wheels staded haming, | started
to hem and haw. Finaly | got encugh out that
he z=id, “Can you have this scipd on my desk
by & am, tamormoe?”

| 'went home and did it Then | was a witsr
for OC Comics! A couple of wasls |ater, the edi-
tor of Batman was waking down the hall He
sad, "Hey, kid, | read your Shadow scrpt t did-
n't stink." From him, it was the uitimate compli-
mizril. He then said, “How would vou like 1o tzke
8 crack at writing Batrman 7

Why did you take a job in the legal
dapartmennt at United Artiste?

Lince | couddn’t gef my oot in the door cre-
atively in the mowia induzing, | had a plan B {ske
what | lkeamed 2t law school and work at 8
misjor 2tudia, meet evengone, netaork Bke mad.
Euen in a moncrestive job, | could leam whal
was mvaleed in finencing and  praducing
micies. Then | could sneak o a backdoor to get
pwsr fa the creative sids

You bougit the rights to Batman at & time
when theay wera thought to he warthless,
What dicd you ses that everyhody missed?

For me, it was the apporfunity to resiore
dignify to Batrnan, which | promised fo da since
January of 18648, | thaught that by doing senous
imerpretations of comic books, we could create
g mew kind of haro and that we wauld hewe
EnormoLs success with sequets, andmatian,




