THERE 15 QINLY DNE EDDIE VAN HALEM. The innovative guitar genius
has led his namesae band through decades of rmek's most memanabls
antherns, From “Funning With the Deil™ to “&nd the Cradie Wil Bock” to
“Jumnp™ and “Fght Now," Van Halen has provided the sounidtrack iovour
lifie. W ==t down with Eddie at his 5150 Studies to discuss the reunion
with Dawid Lee Raoth, his new line of guitars (and sneakers), his upeom:
ing wedding and the fulure of the greatest band in the word

HUSTLER: What finally made the reunion tour with David Les
Roth happen?

EDDIE 'WaM HALEN: | quess we got hored sitting around dalng noth-
ing. Wy brotber Alex and | aways come up here and play, One day my
son [Waotligang] started playing drums and then guitar | sald, “Why
don't you come akong and play bass?™ My brother was in the dum
roam while Woltle and | were playing In the confrol room, Alex stars
playing and asks, “Ed, how are you playing bass and quitar at the
game tme?” | sad, “'m not * He says, “Who's plaging bass?”

This is wiay betore the tour, It was when Wolfie first picked up the
bass, He was about 13 or 14 wears old. | sald, “Woltie, say hi to Uncle

A" Walfie's valce hadn't changed wet He savs [iv & figh oich], “HI
Uincde 81" ) still didn't know wiho was playing bass, | sald, “Come into
the control room for & sscond, &1

He walked in and saw Wollle with the bass and sad, “You got o be
shitting me.* Normaly, when & and | play, he never has bass in his
headphones, He needs to hear me, and | anly nesd o hear him. 'm
et saying that the bass guitar 5 relevant, but the bass i just a fre-
quendy in headphones that's not necessary for getting a tight track for
Alex and |, Just for the fun of i | put a lite bass in his headphones, A
walked into the control reom and couldn'T belleve it was Woitle play-
irg bass and sald, “Wiow, you're right in the pocket.” He just natural-
Iy grooves, Some peaple are just bom with thet groose factor

Then ane day, just aut of the blus, David Lee Both called. Qut of the
fucking blue, it wasn't preplanned or anything, He called me up and
aakeed, “What are you daing?™ | sald, “Sitting around [amming with
Alex and my o0, He said: “Really® | indted him to come by and jam
He came by and sald, “Wanna do a tour®™ Sure, wihy nat? It was very
simple really
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Did you ghve Waolfgang lessons?

Mope, | swear to God. I've never shown him & note, if anything it
was the ppposite: He showied me a thing or twa, Likke when we wers
rehiearsing for the tour, | hadn't played some of the songs: “Romen's
Delight.” “Beautitul Girls"—three quarters of the set | hadn't played
gince David left in 1985, | hadn't played them In almast 25 years, so
Fiad 1o releam the shit, We had played saome of the old tunes like “&in't
Takin' "Bout Lowe” and “Jump® but mat the more
abscure funes, which are actually my faonies
I had o go back and listen o the reconds
I'd start playing, and Wolfgang would say
“Dead, you're plaving 1§ wrang,” He pointed ou
things and was always rght. I'm goin’, ShiE of
il peogle fo kick mry ass, (8 my 0w S0

What was it Nke the first time yoo guys
played after all those years?

It wias amazing. At first, cbwicush, Daye
doubted 1hat & 15=-16-year-old could 4o it He
gad, “How's a 15-year-old kid going o be
able to handle standing in frond of that many
people? Wil he be able to sing? Dees he
hiave chops ™ That went curt the fucking win-
dow after the first rehearsal (Lauphs) The *
best thing of all is that we have all grown
In the ald days we yelled and screamed a
each other nof because we didn’t like each
atbeer: it was mare abaut the passion, We
werg always arguing about what the
aAlbum cover should look Dge or what 11
shiould be called, st ke that, vou know's
It was our passion for the music, nod
anger towards each oiher

Dave had slighty diferent ideas than Slex and | did. That led him
i purswe & solo career. You know how the press can be, They tumed
it into & mudsinging thing that regly never occurred. &t least nat fo
the extent that was reported. Where it actugly started, nobody knows
Probably some joumalist who took something o of contest

What was the best part of the towr?

The best part for me abvicisly was playing and being onstags with
my san and my brother, and of course being back with Dave, |t was a
fucking blast. Like family platime. | think the press made & kot bigger
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bo-cko about Dave beaving the band than itwas, Ol how dol say this
without cffendng the womenfolk? t's like any relationship. Everybody
has o experiment, Maybe he didn't want o be marnied for that long
He: wiarted o try something else, When he realized the marmiage was
actualy good, and maybe missed i a bit, we got back ioosther,

Did Wollgang acheally pick the sef list?

Yeah, e put 11 together and we al realy dug it But he got a ite
ticked off hatfway through the sour when nobedy wanted to change i
| 'was an his side becauss it would ve been nice o change it up & It
the, We just didn't hawve & long encugh break In

the tour 80 rehearse and work up other

tres, it took me a while to re-leam the
anes we did play ‘cause | hadn't played
em for so many years, | mean, some
sangs, trom the first and second record, |
wirote in high school. S0 11 goes way back
or me

Were there any songs you didnt play

that you wished you could have?

Zpme new stuft would'we been nice, But
anaim, evarything was In high gear as soon
& we decldad to do a tour that it would e

taken ime to write, record, mix, master, =ic
We wouldn't have been on four In BO07-
2008, Overall it was very exciting to play al
those dassics, and | believe that's what the
fans wanted to hear aneway

What was your favorite song to play?

All of them. Since | wite all the music
thiey're @l my cragy-assed childran, We've put
out sbout 14 or 15 GOs, If you have 15 kids
you lowe “amoall, right® You dan't love ane
meare than the other even though they each have a

hif of an attiude

I= there 3 new Van Halen stadio GO in the works?

We're just wating far the nght time, | ook Waollie ot of schodl tar
awhide vear to do the tour, & was just & bad tme because 111h grade
I5 the year theat they prep you for college. &1 first the school was hes-
itant to allow him back for 12th grade. He really wants fo oradusate
with his friends, We had a great fulor on tour, 50 they did let him back
bo the schodl be's besn going fo since kindergarten




